Dear HOSA Directors,

The mission of the Health Occupations Students of America rings a familiar note with our organization. We, the National Society for Histotechnology, agree with the important message that every student develops the understandings, attitudes and skills needed for success and at the same time we agree with the mission of promoting career opportunities in healthcare to enhance the delivery of quality healthcare to all people. In addition, your views and vision have sparked interest from our partner, the National Science Foundation’s Center for Advanced Engineering Fibers and Films.

Part of the education and mission of CAEFF is to encourage young people of all ethnic backgrounds to pursue education and career goals in science, technology, engineering, and math disciplines. As such, NSH and CAEFF have developed a unique one time opportunity for high school students to experience the discipline of Histotechnology.

We would like to extend an invitation to high school students from the Pittsburgh area to attend a career day experience scheduled to occur in conjunction with the annual scientific conference hosted by the National Society for Histotechnology on September 15, 2008 at the David Lawrence Convention Center. This opportunity is available to your school district at absolutely no cost. The NSH and CAEFF will fund this entire experience with the exception of the cost of transportation for your faculty and students as well as provide refreshments and a complete hands-on experience. Two sessions are planned, each three hours in duration, which will occur the morning and afternoon of September 15. We are able to accommodate up to 35 individuals per session.

Written bilingual materials incorporating education, career options and science content will be dispersed to all students. The activities themselves will actively engage students in practicing the science of histotechnology. Students will be lead through the steps of preparing tissue samples containing polymeric implant materials, and they will prepare histological slides that will be examined under microscopes. Students will be taught how to digitally capture images of their slides which will be displayed later as part of our scientific exhibition.  

Histotechnology is the science that surrounds the preparation and ultimate diagnosis of tissue samples removed from patients in surgery or at autopsy. Practitioners of the discipline are employed in Clinical (hospital), Research, Veterinary, Pharmaceutical and Forensic environments, to name just a few. If you’ve known anyone who has had a surgical procedure or biopsy, their sample was prepared and analyzed by a histotechnology professional.

Our goal is to educate young people about the discipline of histotechnology and to expose them to the excitement of a scientific conference in the hope that some may be attracted to careers in histotechnology. In addition, I would welcome the opportunity to have science teachers visit with us so that they may learn first hand about this exciting discipline in the hope that after we’ve left Pittsburgh they will be equipped to educate future classes about career opportunities in histotechnology.


I recognize that it may be uncommon to conduct a field trip so early in your school year however I have learned from touring high school students through my own facility that they tend to have a high level of interest and fascination with our discipline. I believe that witnessing an environment where scientists from around the world meet to share their knowledge is sure to whet their appetite. Since we have no plans to return to Pittsburgh for the foreseeable future, I hope that your school district will be able to take advantage of this special opportunity.

        Brochures will be sent out shortly to all the Pittsburgh area technical and high school science teachers alerting their science programs of this extraordinary opportunity. We initiated our first career day in Phoenix in 2006 and the HOSA director for Arizona, Jane Shovelin, was a tremendous help in obtaining interested students and teachers.  Our Career Day was deemed an overwhelming success by teachers and students alike!  In 2007 we again achieved another successful Career Day with the help of Colorado HOSA leaders. Very much like nursing, histology is at a critical need for personnel with many of our histologists facing retirement within 5 years and we really need to interest younger people to consider histology as a career path.  

I look forward to working with your organization,

Gloria Limetti

NSH Career Day Lead

glorialimetti@yahoo.com
412-647-8532

